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House of Representatives

The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Friday, September 17, 2021, at 10 a.m.

The Senate met at 11 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable ALEX
PADILLA, a Senator from the State of
California.

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Almighty Father, who sees the entire
human family at a glance, we claim
today Your promise in Philippians 4:19
that You will supply all our needs.

As our lawmakers seek solutions to
complex problems, provide them with
the wisdom they need to keep our Na-
tion strong. Lord, bring healing to the
sick, solace to the grieving, and
strength to the weary. Also, supply our
need for the blessing of Your contin-
uous presence. Continue to stand with-
in the shadows, guiding the events of
our lives with Your merciful provi-
dence.

We pray in Your loving Name. Amen.

———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The Presiding Officer led the Pledge
of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. LEAHY).

Senate

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2021

The senior assistant legislative clerk

read the following letter:
U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, September 15, 2021.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable ALEX PADILLA, a Sen-
ator from the State of California, to perform
the duties of the Chair.

PATRICK J. LEAHY,
President pro tempore.

Mr. PADILLA thereupon assumed
the Chair as Acting President pro tem-
pore.

———————

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

———

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed.

—————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will proceed to executive ses-
sion and resume consideration of the
following nomination, which the clerk
will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Margaret Irene
Strickland, of New Mexico, to be

United States District Judge for the
District of New Mexico.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Louisiana.

Mr. CASSIDY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that I be permitted
to speak for up to 10 minutes.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

GULF COAST HURRICANE AID ACT AND

INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT AND JOBS ACT

Mr. CASSIDY. Mr. President, just a
few weeks ago, Southeast Louisiana
was pummeled by Hurricane Ida on the
16th anniversary, to the day, of Hurri-
cane Katrina’s landfall. Ida knocked
out power across the State, including
the entire city of New Orleans and its
populated suburb of Jefferson Parish.
The storm brought intense flooding
that took lives and devastated commu-
nities.

I have some posters to place here.
This is of St. John Parish in LaPlace,
LA, and this of Galliano. You can see
both the flooding and the damaged
housing.

Hurricane Ida struck Louisiana’s
shores as a category 4 storm, with
winds as high as 150 miles per hour,
making it the fifth most powerful
storm to ever hit the United States.
Ida hit just 2 days after the 1-year an-
niversary of Hurricane Laura, which at
the time, on August 27, 2020, was the
strongest storm to hit Louisiana in 164
years. Laura devastated Southwest
Louisiana. So Ida hit the southeast,
and Laura, last year, hit the south-
west.

Unfortunately for my State, we are
no strangers to extreme weather as
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